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Dear Sir: 

Applicants hereby request that a corrected Filing Receipt be issued in the above- 
identified patent application. The official Filing Receipt received by Applicants, a copy of 
which is attached hereto, has an error in the Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant. 

The Filing Receipt states Application No. 60/185,316 02/28/2000 is data 
provided by applicant that is not consistent with PTO records. As can be seen from the 
attached copy of Page 1 of the specification and Page 2 of the Declaration, the above 
information stated by the PTO is incorrect. The above should read as "Application No. 
60/158,316 10/09/1999 as is shown in red on the marked-up copy of the Filing Receipt 
attached hereto. 

Applicants additionally request that all pertinent U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office records relating to the subject application be changed to reflect this correction. 
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Date Mailed: 12/17/2003 



Receipt is acknowledged of this regular Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE. 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an 
rror is noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to tlie Office of Initial Patent Examination's Filing 
Receipt Corrections, facsimile number 703-746-9195. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit 
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the r ply 
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if 
appropriate). 
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15, The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof 
unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transfen-ed to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 
1.53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the 
national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations 
especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls. 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Office of 
Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 0)); the Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 
5.12. if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months 
has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 181. the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 
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This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 
60/158,250^ filed October 8, 1999, and U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 
60/158,316, filed October 8, 1999, which are both hereby incorporated by reference in 
their entirety. 

BACKGROUND 

In the building and construction industry, job estimation is a time-consuming 
and cosdy process. In order to appropriately estimate the cost of any job an individual 
must assemble both the correct product to satisfy the engineering criteria of a given project 
and then assemble prices firom a variety of data sources. Complex estimates compound the 
work and cost of this process. In a complex project, estimates are ofi:en assembled firom a 
combination of pricing sources. These estimates require both a structured and intimate 
understanding of the product, its technical specifications, and costs. 



SUMMARY 

An automated configuration system (and method) is provided for fiicilitating the 
configuration of desired products, services, or other assemblages that require users to 
gather and assimilate disparate knowledge of makes, models, types, features, options, 
limitations, codes, and prices of the desired product/service (or group of the same) to be 
configured. In accordance with a preferred embodiment, configuration is facilitated 
through interaction of a user with a firame engine that performs firame-based inferences to 
discern stored knowledge of a product (or the like), as supplemented by a rules-based 
inference system. 



1206571 v1: P%ZV01liXX: 




P. 02 
P. 03 



S^I^mI ^^f*"^^ * nO7l000O0/P0OI 
Serial No.: Not Vee Assigned 




- .«e. 3S U.S.C. 



60/tse,3 l6 

(Application Serial No.)'^ 

60/1 S8.2S0 
(Application serial No.) 



^ciobore. 1999 



(Filing bate) 
Octobers. 1999 



(Filing Date) 



(Application SeriarNST 



(Filing Oatej' 



(Application Serial No.)* 
(Application Serial No.)"' 



(Application Serial Nd j" 



(Filing Date) 



(Filing Date) 



(Filing Date) 



(Status) 

(patented, pending, abandoned) 



(Status) 

(patented, pending, abandoned) 



(S(atus)" 
(patented, pending, abandoned) 



FTO S6-OI (6*96) ~ 

Pa.on, r^de^^rt. Omcc-aS. OEPARTMFNT OP COMMERCE 



